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Abstract
When information is costly, a seller may wish to prevent prospective buyers from acquiring
information, for the cost of information acquisition is ultimately borne by the seller. A seller
can achieve the desired prevention of information acquisition through posted-price selling, by
oﬀering prospective buyers a discount that is such as to deter them from gathering information.
No such prevention is possible in the case of an auction. Clearly, a discount is costly to the seller.
We establish the result that the seller prefers posted-price selling when the cost of information
acquisition is high, and auctions when it is low. We view corporate bonds as an instance of the
former case, and government bonds as an instance of the latter.
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1Executive Summary
In most industrialized countries, government bonds are sold by auction whereas corporate bonds
are sold by posted-price selling (PPS). In this paper, we provide an explanation for this empirical
regularity. The starting point of our analysis are the observations that i) information about a
security such as a bond is costly to acquire, ii) investors have an incentive to acquire information,
and iii) the cost of the information acquired by investors is ultimately borne by the seller of the
security.
Since he is ultimately bearing its cost, the seller would like to prevent information acquisition.
He can achieve this by posting a price that oﬀers investors a discount to the expected value of the
security. The discount is such that investors are indiﬀerent between i) incurring the cost of acquiring
information and exploiting the informational advantage thereby obtained, and ii) refraining from
acquiring information, taking part in the sale, and obtaining the discount. In contrast, no such
prevention is possible in the case of an auction. This is because in an auction, only those investors
who have acquired information will place bids.
Of course, the discount granted the buyer under PPS is costly to the seller but, under some
conditions, it is less costly than the alternative of having the investor acquire information in an
auction. We demonstrate that underpricing in an auction is higher than the discount oﬀered under
PPS when the cost of information acquisition is high, and lower when this cost is low. Furthermore,
we establish that auctions will be preferred when the quality of the information that can be obtained
about the value of a security is high, and PPS when this quality is low.
The way that bonds are sold in practice is in line with this analysis. Since industrialized country
government bonds are for the most part free of default risk, whereas corporate bonds are not, the
cost of information acquisition is lower for government bonds than it is for corporate bonds. As a
result, government bonds are best sold by auction and corporate bonds by PPS.
Our analysis also has important implications for the choice of IPO methods in practice. The
ﬁrst is that shares should be sold by PPS. This is because the cost of acquiring information about
stocks is higher than it is for bonds, and the quality of the information obtained lower. Second,
since the scheme chosen by any given seller is that which minimizes underpricing for given values
of the cost of acquiring information and the quality of the information acquired, a comparison
of average underpricing in auctions and PPS is subject to selection bias. Our analysis therefore
cautions against the adoption of a selling scheme used in one setting in another setting based on
comparisons of the average underpricing of both schemes.
2WHY GOVERNMENT BONDS ARE SOLD BY AUCTION AND
CORPORATE BONDS BY POSTED-PRICE SELLING
In most industrialized countries, government bonds are sold by auction whereas corporate bonds
are sold by posted-price selling (PPS). The latter form of sale, which is described by Grinblatt
and Titman (1998, p. 58) for example, eﬀectively has the investment bank bringing the issue to
market set the price at which the securities are oﬀered, albeit in consultation with the issuer and
prospective buyers. This is in contrast to auctions, in which the sale price of the securities oﬀered
for sale is obtained from the bids made by the participants in the auction. In the uniform-price
auction used by the Treasury, for example, the winning bidders pay the highest losing bid.1
Our purpose in this paper is to provide an explanation for the afore-mentioned empirical regu-
larity. The starting point of our analysis are the observations that i) information about a security
such as a bond is costly to acquire, ii) investors have an incentive to acquire information, and iii)
the cost of the information acquired by investors is ultimately borne by the seller of the security. An
investor who acquires information gains an informational advantage over both the seller and those
investors who have not acquired information, and can expect to proﬁt at their expense. Foreseeing
the losses they will incur to informed investors, uninformed investors shade their bids in case the
security is auctioned, or require from the seller a discount to the expected value of the security in
case the security is sold by PPS.2 Uninformed investors may even withdraw from the sale, thereby
decreasing competition for the security and the seller’s expected proceeds from the sale.
The reduction in the seller’s expected proceeds caused by information acquisition by investors
suggests that the seller would like to prevent such acquisition. This can be achieved by having
the seller post a price that oﬀers investors a discount to the expected value of the security. The
discount is such that investors are indiﬀerent between i) incurring the cost of acquiring information
and exploiting the informational advantage thereby obtained, and ii) refraining from acquiring
information, taking part in the sale, and obtaining the discount.
In contrast, no such prevention is possible in the case of an auction. This is because the sale
price in an auction is set not by the investment bank bringing the security to market, but by the
bids submitted. Under such conditions, the expected payoﬀ of an uninformed bidder is at most zero
(Milgrom and Weber, 1982b), and only those investors who have acquired information will place
bids in an auction. Under conditions of free entry into the auction, a bidder’s expected payoﬀ from
placing a bid therefore equals the cost of acquiring information. As the seller’s payoﬀ equals the
expected value of the security minus the bidders’ expected payoﬀs, the seller’s expected proceeds
1See Bikchandani and Huang (1993) for an analysis of the Treasury securities markets.
2See Milgrom and Weber (1982a) for auctions and Rock (1987) for PPS.
3equal the expected value of the security minus the combined cost of information acquisition.3
Of course, the discount granted the buyer under PPS is costly to the seller but, under some
conditions, it is less costly than the alternative of having the investor acquire information in an
auction. We shall show the underpricing in an auction to be higher than the discount oﬀered under
PPS when the cost of information acquisition is high, and lower when this cost is low.
Intuitively, a high discount must be oﬀered under PPS in order to prevent investors from
acquiring information when the cost of information acquisition is low. In the limit, when information
is costless, only a price equal to the lower bound on the value of the security can deter investors
from acquiring information under PPS. In contrast, costless information reduces the auction to one
with no entry costs. Should a suﬃciently large number of investors then enter the auction, the
price should converge to the expected value of the security (Wilson, 1977; Milgrom, 1981).
When the cost of information acquisition is relatively high, little or no discount to the expected
value of the security must be oﬀered investors in order to deter them from acquiring information.
In contrast, the high cost of information acquisition — which is borne by the seller in expectation
— decreases expected seller proceeds from the auction below the expected value of the security.
How can the preceding reasoning explain the diﬀering choice of selling mechanism for govern-
ment and corporate bonds? Industrialized country government bonds are for the most part free of
default risk, whereas corporate bonds are not. This suggests that the cost of information acquisi-
tion is lower for government bonds than it is for corporate bonds. It is consistent with the choice
of auctions for the former and PPS for the latter.
Previous comparisons of auctions and PPS can be found in both economics and ﬁnance. The
economics literature has mainly considered the case of private values.4 We believe the assumption
of common value values to be more appropriate for our analysis of ﬁnancial securities such as
bonds that are traded in secondary markets.5 The ﬁnance literature has compared common value
auctions and book-building, itself a form of PPS (Spatt and Srivastava, 1991), in the context of
initial public oﬀerings (IPOs).6 We note at this point that our explanation recalls that oﬀered by
Sherman (2001) to explain the prevalence of book-building in IPOs: PPS aﬀords the seller better
control over the amount of information acquired by investors. We return to IPOs in Section V.7
3This result is due to French and McCormick (1984). See also Harstad (1990) and Levin and Smith (1994).
4See for example Wang (1993) and Arnold and Lippman (1995).
5Wang (1998) analyses the intermediate case of correlated private values.
6See Chemmanur and Liu (2001) and Sherman (2001).
7Madhavan (1992) compares auction and dealer markets. We believe his analysis of secondary markets not to be
entirely applicable to the the primary markets that we consider. This is because previous trading in a security makes
the cost of acquiring information about the security – a central component of our analysis – much lower for secondary
markets than for primary markets.
4We proceed as follows. In Section I, we consider the case of second-price auctions. In Section
II, we consider that of PPS. We compare auctions and PPS in Section III. Section IV illustrates
our results by means of an example. We brieﬂy examine the implications of our analysis for IPOs
in Section V. We conclude in Section VI.
I Second-price Auctions
The ﬁrst part of the present section is based on French and McCormick (1984). It is included in
order to introduce the notation and for completeness.
Consider a seller who wishes to sell a security that has unknown value V . This value has
cumulative distribution function FV (:) and probability density function fV (:) over the interval
[Vl;Vh].
There are N > 1 investors, indexed by i = 1;:::;N. Investor i can, if he so desires, acquire
information Xi at a cost c about the value of the security before entering his bid. We consider a
pure common value model, Xi = V + "i, with the error term "i independent of V and i.i.d. across
i.
We let n¤, 0 · n¤ · N, denote the number of investors who choose to incur the cost of acquiring
information. The number n¤ is also the number of bidders in the auction, because any bidder who
has not acquired information has an expected payoﬀ that is at most equal to zero (Milgrom and
Weber, 1982b). Once all n¤ bids have been entered, the security is sold to the highest bidder, at a
price equal to the second highest bid.8
By virtue of the symmetry across investors and bidders, we limit our analysis to bidder 1.9 We
drop the subscript 1 for ease of notation: X ´ X1. We let Yn¤¡1 denote the highest order statistic
of the signals X2;:::;Xn¤ received by the remaining n¤ ¡ 1 bidders.
Following Milgrom and Weber (1982b), we deﬁne vn¤¡1 (x;y) ´ E [V jX = x;Yn¤¡1 = y]. Bid-
der 1 forms the expectation vn¤¡1 (x;y) of the value of the security on receiving the information
X = x and on presuming the highest order statistic amongst the remaining signals is Yn¤¡1 = y.
8The assumption of second-price auction is without loss of generality for the general results of Sections I, II, and
III. It is made because i) it corresponds to the uniform-price auctions used to sell government bonds and ii) it permits
the use of the closed-form solution for bidder proﬁts computed by Kagel, Levin and Harstad (1995) in the example
of Section IV.
9Milgrom (1981) shows the existence of a symmetric pure strategy equilibrium. Harstad (1991) shows that the
symmetric equilibrium is the only locally nondegenerate risk neutral Nash equilibrium in increasing bid strategies if
there are more than 3 bidders. (An equilibrium is locally nondegenerate when the probability of any given bidder
winning the auction is positive for all bidders.) See also Kagel et al. (1995).
5We know from Milgrom and Weber (1982b) that bidder 1 bids10
vn¤¡1 (x;x) = E [V jX = x;Yn¤¡1 = x]: (1)
Intuitively, bidder 1 adjusts his estimate of the value of the security for the fact that he wins the
auction when he receives the highest signal amongst the n¤ signals X1;:::;Xn¤. His presumption
that the second highest signal is equal to the highest signal – which he has received – ensures that
he does not lose the auction to a bidder who has received a lower signal than he has. Bidder 1 is
induced to bid truthfully because the second price auction implies that his bid aﬀects his probability
of winning the auction but not the price he pays upon winning.
Symmetry across bidders implies that the seller’s expected proceeds equal
Πn¤ = E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1]; (2)
and that a bidder’s expected proﬁt – gross of the cost of acquiring information – equals
¼n¤ =
1
n¤ (E [V ] ¡ E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1]): (3)
Free entry in turn implies that n¤ is such that ¼n¤ = c. Combining, we can rewrite the seller’s
expected proceeds as Πn¤ = E [V ] ¡ n¤c. As noted in the introduction, the combined cost of
information acquisition is borne by the seller and determines the extent of underpricing. This
result was ﬁrst derived by French and McCormick (1984).
We now wish to examine the comparative statics of Πn¤ with respect to the cost of acquiring
information c, the quality of the information that can be obtained about the value of the security,
and the riskiness of the security. For that purpose, we must ﬁrst determine the variation of a
bidder’s expected proﬁt as a function of the number of bidders, @¼n¤=@n¤.







@E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1]
@n¤ : (4)
This is because @E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1]=@n¤ cannot be signed. On the one hand,
a larger number of bidders increases Yn¤¡1, the maximum of the signals received by the now larger
number of bidders other than bidder 1. A higher signal Yn¤¡1 implies a higher estimate of the value
of the security, vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1). On the other hand, a larger number of bidders decreases the
estimate of the value of the security vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1) for a given signal Yn¤¡1. This is because
a larger number of bidders necessitates a greater downward adjustment for the winner’s curse on
the part of the winner of the auction.
10Levin and Harstad (1986) show that this function is the unique symmetric Nash equilibrium.
6Milgrom (1981) has shown that @E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1]=@n¤ > 0 as n¤ becomes
large. We assume in what follows that the preceding inequality holds true over the range of n¤ that
we shall encounter.
We represent a decrease in the quality of the information by a garbling Ξ of the information
Xi, with E [ΞjV ] = E [Ξj"i] = 0. The information available to a bidder who has incurred the cost
c is now X0
i ´ Xi + Ξ. The corresponding highest order statistic is Y 0
n¤¡1 = Yn¤¡1 + Ξ. We note
that the garbling Ξ is identical across bidders. It can be viewed as some bidder-wide decrease in
the informativeness of the signals that investors can acquire.
The nature of X0 as a garbling of X and of Y 0








¯X = x;Yn¤¡1 = y;X0 = x0;Y 0
n¤¡1 = y0¤
= E [V jX = x;Yn¤¡1 = y]
= vn¤¡1 (x;y): (5)
We can now use the well known result that expected proceeds increase in the information
available to bidders (Milgrom and Weber, 1982b) to write
































The ﬁrst equality is obtained by equation (5), the second by noting that
X0 > Y 0
n¤¡1 () X + Ξ > Yn¤¡1 + Ξ () X > Yn¤¡1; (7)
and the third by the result that expected proceeds increase in the information available to bidders.
The lower expected seller proceeds for a given number of bidders n¤ imply a higher proﬁt per
bidder, and induce a higher number of bidders n¤0 to enter the auction. We therefore have n¤0 > n¤
and Πn¤0 = E [V ]¡n¤0c < Πn¤. Thus, the lower the quality of the information that can be obtained
about the value of the security, the larger the number of bidders participating in the auction and
the lower the seller’s expected proceeds.
We now consider the change in expected proceeds that results from a change in the riskiness of
the security. We represent an increase in riskiness by a mean-preserving spread Ψ applied to the
value V of the security, with E [ΨjV ] = 0. We deﬁne V 00 ´ V + Ψ and have corresponding signal
X00
i = V 00 + "i = Xi + Ψ and highest order statistic Y 00
n¤¡1 = Yn¤¡1 + Ψ.
7We ﬁrst note that




¯ ¯X00 = x + Ã;Y 00




V 00 ¡ Ψ
¯
¯X00 = x + Ã;Y 00




V 00 ¯ ¯X00 = x + Ã;Y 00
n¤¡1 = y + Ã;Ψ = Ã
¤
¡ Ã
´ wn¤¡1 (x + Ã;y + Ã;Ã) ¡ Ã:
We can now write
E [vn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1;Yn¤¡1)jX > Yn¤¡1] = E [wn¤¡1 (Yn¤¡1 + Ψ;Yn¤¡1 + Ψ;Ψ) ¡ ΨjX > Yn¤¡1]




























































n¤¡1 (x00;y00) ´ E
£
V 00 ¯
¯X00 = x00;Y 00
n¤¡1 = y00¤
. Inequality (8) is established in a manner
similar to that used to establish inequality (6), using the result that expected proceeds increase in
the information available to bidders. As for the case of a decrease in the quality of the information,
an increase in the riskiness of the security increases the number of bidders entering the auction
from n¤ to n¤00 and decreases expected seller proceeds to Πn¤00 = E [V ] ¡ n¤00c.11;12
We now consider the change in expected seller proceeds that results from an increase in the cost
of acquiring information, c. Clearly, an increase in c decreases the number of bidders. Whether the
product n¤c increases or decreases in c depends on the elasticity of n¤ with respect to c. Expected
seller proceeds decrease in c when the elasticity is greater than 1, and increase when it is less than
1.
11That expected proceeds increase in the information available to bidders is central to the derivation of inequalities
(6) and (8) above. The intuition is that the higher the quality of the information available to bidders, the more
similar bidders’ assessement of the value of the security, the closer therefore the second highest bid to the highest bid
and the higher expected proceeds. The two derivations diﬀer in that the eﬀect of information quality is direct in (6)
whereas it is indirect in (8). In the latter case, the greater volatility makes the value of the security more diﬃcult to
estimate. This diﬀerence explains why the derivation of (8) is somewhat more involved than that of (6).
12See Keloharju, Nyborg, and Rydqvist (2002) for empirical evidence on the relation between underpricing and
volatility.
8To summarize, the seller’s proceeds from the auction increase with the quality of the information
available to bidders, decrease with the riskiness of the security, and depend ambiguously on the
information acquisition cost, c.
II Posted-price Selling
We now consider the case where the seller sells the security using PPS. We consider only posted-
price schemes that deter investors from acquiring information. This is because posted-price schemes
that fail to deter investors from acquiring information are likely to be dominated by auctions.13
How can the seller preclude the acquisition of information? The solution is to post a price
P < E [V ] that is such as to leave each of the N investors indiﬀerent between i) incurring the
cost of acquiring information and exploiting the informational advantage thereby obtained, and ii)
refraining from acquiring information, taking part in the sale, and obtaining the discount E [V ]¡P
if allocated the security. Formally, P is such that
E [max[E [V jXi] ¡ P;0]]
N
¡ c =





E[max[E [V jXi] ¡ P;0]]
N
¡





E [max[P ¡ E [V jXi];0]]: (10)
Equation (10) indicates that the price P must be such that the expected loss from buying an
overvalued security is equal to the cost of acquiring information that would serve to guard against
doing so. Note that the expected loss reﬂects the 1=N probability of being allocated the security
when no other potential buyer acquires information.
13That posted-price schemes that fail to deter investors from acquiring information are likely to be dominated by
auctions is suggested by the results of Harstad (1990) and Bulow and Klemperer (1996). Harstad (1990) shows that
entry costs are borne by the seller in expectation. (Although he considers only auctions, his results can easily be
extended to PPS.) This implies that expected seller proceeds are higher with an auction when the auction induces less
entry than does PPS, that is when n
¤ · n
PPS, where n
PPS denotes the number of investors who acquire information
under PPS. (Note that under PPS with information acquisition as with an auction, investors who do not acquire
information do not participate.) When n
¤ > n
PPS, Bulow and Klemperer (1996) show that expected seller proceeds
are higher with an ascending auction with n
¤ bidders than with PPS with n
PPS < n
¤ bidders. This is because the
greater competition that results from the presence of one or more additional bidders in the auction is more valuable to
the seller than the increased bargaining power that comes from the posting of a price, which is equivalent to making
a take-it-or-leave-it oﬀer. We note that the results of Bulow and Klemperer (1996) are only suggestive in our case,
because we consider a second-price rather than an ascending auction.
9We ﬁrst note that (10) implies that @P=@c > 0. This is simply a consequence of the fact that
a lower discount needs be oﬀered investors to deter them from acquiring more costly information.
In the case where information is costless, the acquisition of information can be prevented only by
setting a price P = Vl.14 This is because information has value for all prices above Vl in such case.
We then consider the eﬀect of a garbling of the information that investors can acquire. As in
Section I, we denote X0
i the garbled information. We know from Blackwell (1953) and Blackwell
and Girshick (1954) that if X0
i is a garbling of Xi, then E [V jXi] is a mean-preserving spread
of E [V jX0
i]. This is because the higher the quality of the information, the more distinguishable
the conditional expectation from the unconditional expectation, and therefore the more diﬀuse the
distribution of the conditional expectation. As the LHS of equation (10) is convex in the conditional
expectation and increasing in the price posted, we have P · P0, where P0 denotes the price that
deters investors from acquiring the garbled information X0. In words, a higher discount must be
oﬀered investors to deter them from acquiring higher quality information.
Finally, we consider the eﬀect of a change in the riskiness of the security. As in Section I,
we represent an increase in riskiness by a mean-preserving spread Ψ applied to the value V of the
security, with E [ΨjV ] = 0. We have V 00 = V +Ψ and corresponding signal X00
i = V 00+"i = Xi+Ψ.





= E [V + ΨjXi] = E [V jXi].
We then note that X00
i = V 00 + "i constitutes higher quality information about V 00 than does
Xi = V 00 ¡ Ψ + "i.15 From Blackwell (1953) and Blackwell and Girshick (1954), this implies that
E [V 00 jX00
i ] has a more diﬀuse distribution than does E [V 00 jXi].












































The seller must set P = Vl for this condition to hold when c = 0.
15Note that what may loosely be referred to as the ‘signal-to-noise ratio’ is larger for X
00









10where P00 denotes the price that deters investors from acquiring information when the security
has value V 00. Inequality (11) implies that P00 · P. In words, a higher discount must be oﬀered
investors to deter them from acquiring information about a more risky security.
To summarize, the posted price that ensures that no buyer wishes to acquire information – and
therefore the seller’s revenue – is increasing in the information acquisition cost, and decreasing in
the quality of the information available to bidders and in the riskiness of the security.
III Auctions and Posted-price Selling Compared
We are now in a position to compare auctions and PPS. We ﬁrst consider the eﬀect of the cost of
acquiring information, c.
As noted in the introduction, auctions can be expected to dominate PPS for small c. In the
limit, when c is zero, all investors enter the auction. The larger the number of investors N, the
closer expected seller proceeds are to the expected value of the security E [V ] (Milgrom, 1981). In
contrast, only a price P equal to lowest value of the security Vl can deter investors from acquiring
information when information is costless.
We now turn to the case of large c. In particular, we consider a cost ch that is such that equation
(9) holds even with P = E [V ]. Formally,
ch ´
E [max[E [V jXi] ¡ E [V ];0]]
N
: (12)
It is clear that no investor has any incentive to acquire information in such case, despite the fact
that no discount is oﬀered. This is because the cost of acquiring information is suﬃciently high to
deter the acquisition of information without the need for a discount. The seller’s proceeds therefore
equal E [V ].
Would expected seller proceeds in an auction also equal E [V ]? We show by contradiction
that the answer is in the negative. Suppose the equilibrium is one in which no investor acquires
information and all N investors bid E [V ] and have expected payoﬀ zero. Consider investor i who
contemplates deviating from that equilibrium. His expected payoﬀ from acquiring information at a
cost ch – and bidding more than E [V ] if the information Xi he obtains is such that E [V jXi] > E [V ]
– is16
E [max[E [V jXi] ¡ E [V ];0]] ¡ ch =
N ¡ 1
N
E [max[E [V jXi] ¡ E [V ];0]] > 0; (13)
Investor i therefore has an incentive to acquire information. This induces some investors other
than i to acquire information and other investors to withdraw from the auction. It reduces the
16Note that the price paid by bidder i in a second-price auction is E [V ], as this is the bid made by the other
bidders under the equilibrium considered.
11auction to the one examined in Section I, with expected seller proceeds E [V ] ¡ n¤ch < E [V ].17
We therefore conclude that PPS dominates auctions for relatively large c.
Why is the cost ch suﬃcient to deter information acquisition under PPS but not in an auction?
Comparing (12) and (13), we note that what makes the former an equality and the latter an
inequality is the factor 1=N in the former. This factor represents the probability of being allocated
the security under PPS. Thus, an investor who acquires information that reveals the security to
be underpriced (E [V jXi] > E [V ]) is constrained in his ability to proﬁt from this information by
the fact that he has only a 1=N probability of being allocated the security under PPS. No such
constraint exists in an auction, for the investor can ensure that he receives the security with certainty
by bidding more than E [V ]. In words, the additional degree of freedom conferred investors in an
auction – the choice of the bid – and the fact that the security is allocated to the highest bidder
increase investors’ ability to proﬁt from the information they may acquire and therefore increases
the cost necessary to deter them from acquiring information.
The preceding discussion can help us answer the question that motivates this paper, speciﬁcally
why government bonds are sold by auction and corporate bonds by PPS. To the extent that
corporate bonds present credit risk but government bonds do not, the cost of acquiring information
should be relatively low for government bonds and relatively high for corporate bonds. In line with
the analysis above, the former should be sold by auction and the latter by PPS. What is more,
corporate bonds should be sold at a discount. Both predictions appear to be borne out by the
evidence: primary debt issues are sold by PPS, and they are underpriced on average.18
The fact that many emerging country government bonds are sold by PPS is in line with our anal-
ysis. Emerging country government bonds can present substantial credit risk. They are therefore
more in the nature of corporate bonds than of government bonds.
We now consider the eﬀect of the quality of information.19 The analysis above shows that
an improvement in the quality of information leads to an increase in revenues with the auction,
but to larger underpricing under PPS. Therefore, an improvement in the quality of information
should favor auctions over PPS. Supporting this view are developments related to the internet.
The internet can be argued to have made possible a dramatic improvement in the quality of the
information available to market participants. It is credited with having occasioned “an enormous
change in the opportunities for the use of auctions” (Pinker et al., 2001, p. 3), as evidenced for
17If ch is such that only a single investor enters the auction, expected seller proceeds equal Vl < E [V ].
18Smith (1999) reports the results of three studies, which ﬁnd underpricing of primary debt issues to range from
5bp (Weinstein, 1978), through 50 bp (Sorensen, 1982), to 160bp (Smith, 1986). See also Ederington (1974) and
Wasserfallen and Wydler (1988).
19The quality of information is of course not unrelated to its cost, as higher quality information can generally be
obtained at higher cost. Nonetheless, they are not perfect substitutes.
12example by the profusion of B2B exchanges that use auctions or the introduction of the OpenIPO
auction mechanism by W.R. Hambrecht+Co.
Finally, we consider the eﬀect of the riskiness of the security. We know from the analyses of
Sections I and II that an increase in riskiness decreases both expected seller proceeds in an auction
and the price posted under PPS. It is therefore not clear how riskiness aﬀects the choice between
auctions and PPS. That greater riskiness favors auctions is suggested by the change from PPS to
auctions for the sale of long-term government bonds that took place in the 1960s. Prior to that
time, long-term government bonds had been sold by PPS (Goldstein, 1962). After a number of
experiments with the use of auctions in the early part of the decade (Berney, 1964), the US and
Canadian governments ﬁnally adopted auctions later in the decade. We note that the eventual
adoption of auctions was more or less contemporaneous with the more volatile economic conditions
of the late 1960s, and that such conditions must have led to an increase in the volatility of long-term
government bonds.
IV An Example
In order to gain some insight into the properties of posted prices and auctions, let us consider an
example. Suppose that the prior distribution of the value of the security is uniform on the interval
[Vl;Vh] and that a bidder observes a signal X that is uniformly distributed around the true value
V ,
X = V + "; " 2 [¡²;²]: (14)
We wish to determine how the choice between the auction and the posted-price scheme depend on
the riskiness of the security, Vh ¡Vl, the dispersion of the signal, ², and the information acquisition
cost, c.
A The Posted-price Scheme
Consider ﬁrst the posted-price scheme. To compute the seller’s expected payoﬀ, we need to compute
E[V jX] and the distribution of X. Assume that Vl + ² < Vh ¡ ² (analogous computations can be
performed for the other case as well). Then, since X is the sum of two uniformly distributed
random variables, it has a trapezoidal distribution with density function20
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(16)
To determine the magnitude of the discount required to deter information acquisition by buyers,








Now, fV (x ¡ ") = 1=(Vh ¡ Vl) if Vl · x ¡ " · Vh and 0 elsewhere. This condition, which can be written as
x ¡ Vh · " · x ¡ Vl, constrains the range of " over which fV is nonzero. Three cases can be distinguished. If
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21Note that using Bayes’ rule,
E[V jX] =
R 1
¡1 V fX(XjV )fV (V )dV
R 1
¡1 fX(XjV )fV (V )dV
:
Using the fact that fX(xjV ) = 1=(2²) on [V ¡²;V +²] and fV (V ) = 1=(Vh ¡Vl) on [Vl;Vh] and 0 elsewhere, one can
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14we need to compute E[max[P ¡ E(V jX);0]]. For P · Vl + ², we have
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Note that when c · ˜ c ´ ²2=(3N(Vh¡Vl)), P · Vl+² and the ﬁrst expression for P applies, whereas
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(20)
Let us consider its properties. Note ﬁrst that for c = 0, one has P = Vl, conﬁrming the result that
unless the posted price is set at the lower bound of the value distribution, buyers always choose
to become informed if doing so is costless. Second, observe that @P=@c > 0 for all c: a higher
information acquisition cost makes a smaller discount necessary to deter information acquisition.
Third, @P=@² > 0: when the signal becomes less precise, a lower discount is required to prevent
information acquisition. Finally, note that @P=@(Vh ¡ Vl) < 0: a higher discount must be given to
buyers in order to deter them from acquiring information about a more risky security. All these
eﬀects conﬁrm the results of the general model of Section II.
The information acquisition cost ch such that information acquisition can be prevented without
giving buyers a discount can be obtained as the solution to
P = Vl +
r















Note that this amount increases both when the security becomes more risky (Vh ¡ Vl rises) and
when the precision of the signal increases (² falls).
Figure 1 pictures the posted price (upper panel) and the corresponding discount (Vh+Vl)=2¡P
(lower panel) as a function of the information acquisition cost c for N = 10 potential buyers, Vl = 0,








































Figure 1: Posted price and discount as a function of the information
acquisition cost c.
Vh = 1 and two degrees of signal precision: ² = 0:1 (solid line) and ² = 0:2 (dashed line). Note ﬁrst
that for all values of the information acquisition cost, P is higher for ² = 0:2 than for ² = 0:1. Also,
observe that in both cases, underpricing diminishes rapidly as the information acquisition cost c is
increased. For a value of c exceeding ch (about 0:012 in both cases although, consistent with the
general analysis, ch is lower when the signal dispersion is higher), no discount is required to deter
information acquisition and the item can be sold at its unconditional expected value (Vh + Vl)=2
using the posted-price scheme.
B The Auction
Kagel et al. (1995) show that in the setting considered here, the expected gross proﬁt per bidder





Hence, for an information acquisition cost c, the number of bidders that choose to enter the auction
is given by the lowest of the total number of potential buyers N and the integer part of
n¤ =
2² ¡ c +
p
c2 ¡ 12c² + 4²2
2c
: (24)
16When n¤ > N, all N potential buyers acquire information, enter the auction and make a positive
expected net proﬁt of




When n¤ · N, only some bidders enter the auction and — ignoring the integer constraint — make
an expected proﬁt of 0.
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c2 ¡ 12c² + 4²2 > 0: (27)
Thus, the noisier the signal, the lower the seller’s proceeds from the auction, in stark contrast to
the posted-price scheme, where a noisier signal raises the seller’s revenue.
Note also that for the range of c over which all N bidders enter the auction, underpricing is
independent of c and given by N¼N = 2²(N ¡ 1)=(N + 1). On the other hand, in this particular










c2 ¡ 12c² + 4²2 ¡ 1
¶
< 0: (28)
This is because the number of bidders n¤ participating in the auction reacts elastically to the
information acquisition cost.
These eﬀects are illustrated in Figure 2, which is based on the same parameter values as Figure
1. The upper panel depicts the number of bidders, the lower panel the expected revenue from the
auction. When the signal is relatively precise (² = 0:1, solid line), all N = 10 potential buyers
acquire information and participate in the auction when c is less than 0.016. Over this range,
underpricing is given by 2²(N ¡ 1)=(N + 1) = 0:164. When c rises above 0.016, the number of
bidders falls below 10 suﬃciently quickly that the expected revenue from the auction increases with
c. On the other hand, when the signal is relatively noisy (² = 0:2, dashed line), all 10 bidders
participate in the auction over the range of values of c considered and underpricing is constant at
2²(N ¡ 1)=(N + 1) = 0:327.



















































Figure 2: Number of bidders and expected revenue from the auction as
a function of the information acquisition cost c.
These results suggest that the seller may want to charge an entry fee in order to reduce the
number of bidders participating in the auction and therefore aggregate underpricing. This is par-
ticularly true when c is low and bidders’ expected proﬁt — net of the information acquisition cost
— is positive. Paralleling the arguments in French and McCormick (1984), the best the seller can





= c + k (29)





Note that the optimal entry fee is increasing in signal dispersion, reﬂecting the fact that bidders’
expected gross proﬁt and therefore their incentive to enter the auction is increasing in signal dis-
persion.
Although the entry fee allows the seller to constrain the number of bidders participating in the
auction, it is not able to deter them from acquiring information. Interestingly, since the optimal
entry fee eliminates the impact of signal dispersion on bidders’ incentives to enter the auction,
the seller’s expected revenue with entry fees becomes independent of signal dispersion and equals
E[V ] ¡ 2c = (Vh + Vl)=2 ¡ 2c.
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Figure 3: Expected revenue from the auction and the posted price
scheme as a function of the information acquisition cost c.
C The Posted-price Scheme and the Auction Compared
Figure 3 compares the revenue from the posted-price scheme and the auction for the situation
considered above when there are no entry fees. The upper panel considers the case of low signal
dispersion (² = 0:1), the lower panel that of high signal dispersion (² = 0:2). Note that in both
cases, the auction is preferred when the information acquisition cost is low, and the posted-price
scheme when it is high. In the case where signal dispersion is relatively low (upper panel), bidders’
expected proﬁts and the number of bidders that enter the auction are not very large, and the
auction is preferred to the posted price scheme for values of c between 0 and 0.005. In contrast,
when signal dispersion is relatively high (lower panel), bidders’ expected proﬁts and the number
of bidders entering the auction – and therefore underpricing in the auction – are larger, and the
posted price scheme is preferred for virtually all values of the information acquisition cost c. Note
also that in the particular case considered here, since the riskiness of the security Vh ¡ Vl has no
eﬀect on the proﬁt from the auction and reduces the optimal posted price, it favors the auction.
Figure 4 performs the same comparison when the seller uses entry fees to reduce the number
of participating bidders. Recall that in this case, the auction’s expected revenue is E[V ] ¡ 2c
and does not depend on the signal’s dispersion. The seller’s revenue from using the auction again
exceeds that from the posted price when the information acquisition cost is low. For values of c
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Figure 4: Expected revenue from the auction and the posted price
scheme as a function of the information acquisition cost c when entry
fees are used.
exceeding about 0.011, however, the posted price is preferred. Furthermore, consistent with our
earlier analysis, the range of values of c over which the posted price is preferred to the auction
is larger, the greater the dispersion of the signal. Thus, just as in the case without fees, a lower
signal quality favors the posted price over the auction, and a higher riskiness of the security has
the opposite eﬀect.
V Implications for Initial Public Oﬀerings
We now brieﬂy turn our attention from bonds to shares. An implication of the preceding analysis is
that shares should be sold by PPS. This is because the cost of acquiring information about stocks
should be higher than it is for bonds, and the quality of the information obtained lower.22 Indeed,
in her study of IPOs in 44 countries, Sherman (2001, Table 1) ﬁnds that auctions are used in only
5 countries.23 PPS, either alone in the form of a ﬁxed-price oﬀering, or preceded by “pre-play
communication” in the form of book-building (Spatt and Srivastava, 1991), clearly dominates. As
22The greater diﬃculty of valuing stocks as compared to bonds forms the basis of the Pecking Order Theory of
capital structure (Myers, 1984, Myers and Majluf, 1984).
23This ﬁgure can possibly be extended to 7 countries, as Sherman (2001) is uncertain about the use of auctions in
2 countries.
20noted in the introduction, Sherman (2001) has preceded us in ascribing the beneﬁts of PPS to the
better control it aﬀords the seller over the amount of information acquired by investors. However,
as Sherman (2001, footnote 5) has recognized, entry fees into an auction for shares can achieve
much of the control over the acquisition of information that she deems necessary. What entry fees
into an auction cannot achieve — but PPS can — is the prevention of information acquisition that
constitutes the focus of our paper.
An objection to the use of PPS in IPOs is that underpricing appears to be greater with book-
building than with auctions (Derrien and Womack, 2003; Kaneko and Pettway, 2001). We note,
however, that a reasoning such as ours makes no predictions as to how average underpricing relates
to the choice of selling scheme. Instead, it suggests that the selling scheme chosen will be that
which minimizes underpricing for given values of the cost of acquiring information, the quality
of the information acquired, and the riskiness of the security. It therefore cautions against the
adoption of a selling scheme used in one setting in another setting.
To illustrate this last point, consider the case of IPOs in Israel.24 Kandel, Sarig, and Wohl
(1999) report that in Israel, where the use of auctions for IPOs is prevalent, average underpricing
is 4.5%, about a third of the ﬁgure for the United States. Does this suggest that auctions should
be used in other IPO markets, such as the United States?25
Not if we consider the following. The average elasticity of demand estimated by Kandel et al.
(1999) is 37.1, far above the ﬁgures reported for the United States. For example, in her analysis
of 31 Dutch auction share repurchases, Bagwell (1992) estimates an average elasticity of 0.68.26
As noted by Kandel et al. (1999), the very high elasticity they estimate indicates that bidders
have very similar assessments of the value of the securities sold in the IPO. Combined with the
large average number of orders (4,077, Table 1, Kandel et al., 1999), this suggests that the cost of
information acquisition, c, is very low in Israel, and the quality of the information acquired very
high. We are unable to explain why that should be the case. However, we can conclude from the
result that seller proceeds in a common value auction are increasing in the homogeneity of bidders’
information that an attempt to use auctions in a country such as the United States where the low
elasticity of demand suggests that bidders have heterogeneous information would likely result in
markedly higher underpricing than is observed in Israel.27
We now combine our discussion of bonds with that of shares to contrast the success of the
24A somewhat analogous point is made by Kutsuna and Smith (2001) for Japan.
25See Ausubel (2002) for a forceful argument to this eﬀect.
26See also Loderer, Cooney, and Van Drunen (1991), Hodrick (1999), and Kaul, Mehrotra, and Mørck (2000).
27The low elasticity in the United States can partly be ascribed to tax rather than information considerations.
However, the estimate by Loderer et al. (1991) of an average elasticity of 11 attributable exclusively to tax consider-
ations suggests that taxes alone are unlikely to account for the entire diﬀerence between Bagwell’s (1992) estimates
and those of Kandel et al. (1999).
21‘when-issued’ market for government bonds with what can only be described as the failure of the
pre-IPO ‘gray market’ for shares. As argued by Chari and Weber (1992) and Sundaresan (1992) and
documented by Nyborg and Sundaresan (1996) for bonds, and by Aussenegg, Pichler, and Stomper
(2002) for shares, such markets induce information acquisition on the part of investors. We view
the contrasting fortunes of these two markets as consistent with our argument that information
acquisition is to be encouraged for government bonds and discouraged for shares.
VI Conclusion
We believe a general lesson can be drawn from our analysis. It is that i) the strength with which
the price and allocation prescribed by a selling scheme react to investors’ bids and ii) investors’
incentives to acquire information are forms of strategic complements.28 The allocation reacts very
weakly and the price not at all to investors’ bids under PPS, but much more strongly in an auction.29
This makes investors’ incentives to acquire information much greater in auctions than under PPS,
to the point that only those investors who have acquired information will enter a bid in an auction.
In contrast, the price posted by the seller under PPS can be set in such way as to deny investors
any incentive to acquire information.
Our comparison of auctions and PPS can be viewed as extending Persico’s (2000) comparison
of ﬁrst- and second-price auctions. As discussed by Chari and Weber (1992) and shown formally
by Persico (2000), the incentives to acquire information are lower in second-price auctions than in
their ﬁrst-price counterparts. In a ﬁrst-price auction, it is valuable to bid close to one’s opponents
to minimize the price paid upon winning. Information helps in making such bids. No such concern
arises in a second-price auction, because the price paid by the winner does not depend on the
bid he has entered. Our analysis demonstrates that PPS gives investors even lower incentives to
acquire information than do second-price auctions. Indeed, PPS can be used to fully deter them
from acquiring information.
Our analysis is also related to the work of Parlour and Rajan (2002). They analyze an auction
with a rationing scheme in which the winning bidder is chosen randomly among the K highest
bidders and the price paid by the winning bidder is set at the K +1th highest bid. They show that
rationing with K = N ¡1 is optimal when bidders have low quality information. This eﬀect arises
because rationing mitigates the winner’s curse. Their result recalls our result that PPS dominates
auctions when the information investors may acquire is of low quality, because PPS can be viewed
as rationing among all N bidders. In such case, the sale price must of course be set by the seller,
28See Bulow, Geanakoplos, and Klemperer (1985) for an analysis of strategic substitutes and complements.
29Under PPS, the allocation depends only on investors’ decision whether to place a bid, but not on the amount
bid.
22for buyers would otherwise bid only the lowest value for the item being sold.
Throughout, we have assumed that the decision to acquire information was an ‘all-or-nothing’
decision: information either was acquired in its entirety, or it was not acquired at all. This is not
likely to be the case in practice, for an investor can presumably choose to acquire only partial
information at a fraction of the cost c.
Does investors’ ability to acquire partial information invalidate our analysis? We believe the
answer is in the negative. We conjecture that the need for PPS intended to preclude the acquisition
of some information will remain, but that PPS will be combined with screening or pre-play com-
munication intended to induce investors to reveal truthfully some other information.30 We leave
these issues for further research.
30See Barzel, Habib, and Johnsen (2002) for a formal analysis in the context of IPOs. Investors acquire information
about the general state of demand for the shares of a company taken public simply by virtue of being on the ‘buy-side’
of the market. They need to spend substantial resources in order to form a very detailed assessment of the value of
these shares. Barzel et al. (2000) argue that book-building combines the acquisition of the fomer sort of information
with the preclusion of the latter.
23References
Arnold, M.A. and S.A. Lippman, 1998, Selecting a selling institution: auctions versus sequential
search, Economic Inquiry 33, 1-23.
Aussenegg, W., P. Pichler, and A. Stomper, 2002, Sticky prices: IPO pricing on Nasdaq and
the Neuer Markt, working paper, Boston College.
Ausubel, L.M., 2002, Implications of auction theory for new issues markets, WP #02-19, Whar-
ton Financial Institutions Center.
Bagwell, L.S., 1992, Dutch auction repurchases: an analysis of shareholder heterogeneity, Jour-
nal of Finance 47, 71-105.
Barzel, Y., M.A. Habib, and D.B. Johnsen, 2002, Prevention is better than cure: precluding
information acquisition in IPOs, working paper, University of Washington at Seattle.
Berney, R.E., 1964, The auction of long-term government securities, Journal of Finance 19,
470-482.
Bikhchandani, S. and C.-f. Huang, 1993, The economics of the Treasury securities markets,
Journal of Economic Perspectives 7, 117-134.
Blackwell, D., 1953, Equivalent comparisons of experiments, Annals of Mathematical Statistics
24, 265-273.
Blackwell, D. and M.A. Girshick, 1954, Theory of Games and Statistical Decisions, John Wiley,
New York.
Bulow, J.I. and P.D. Klemperer, 1996, Auctions versus negotiations, American Economic Review
86, 180-194.
Bulow, J.I., J.D. Geanakoplos, and P.D. Klemperer, 1985, Multimarket oligopoly: strategic
substitutes and complements, Journal of Political Economy 93, 488-511.
Chari, V.V. and R.J. Weber, 1992, How the U.S. treasury should auction its debt, Federal
Reserve Bank of Minneapolis Quarterly Review 16, 3-12.
Chemmanur, T.J. and H. Liu, 2001, How should a ﬁrm go public? A dynamic model of the
choice between ﬁxed-price oﬀerings and auctions in IPOs and privatizations, working paper, Boston
College.
Derrien, F. and K.L. Womack, 2003, Auctions vs. book-building and the control of underpricing
in hot IPO markets, Review of Financial Studies 16, 31-61.
24Ederington, L.H., 1974, The yield spread on new issues of corporate bonds, Journal of Finance
29, 1531-1543.
French, K.R. and R.E. McCormick, 1984, Sealed bids, sunk costs, and the process of competi-
tion, Journal of Business 57, 417-441.
Goldstein, H.N., 1962, Should the Treasury auction long-term securities? Journal of Finance
17, 444-464.
Grinblatt M. and S. Titman, 1998, Financial Markets and Corporate Strategy, Irwin/McGraw-
Hill, Boston, MA.
Harstad, R.M., 1990, Alternative common-value auction procedures: revenue comparisons with
free entry, Journal of Political Economy 98, 421-429.
Harstad, R.M., 1991, Asymmetric bidding in second-price, common-value auctions, Economics
Letters 35, 249-252.
Hodrick, L.S., 1999, Does stock price elasticity aﬀect corporate ﬁnancial decisions? Journal of
Financial Economics 52, 225-256.
Kagel, J.H., D. Levin, and R.M. Harstad, 1995, Comparative static eﬀects of number of bidders
and public information on behavior in second-price common value auctions, International Journal
of Game Theory 24, 293-319.
Kandel, S., O. Sarig, and A. Wohl, 1999, The demand for stocks: an analysis of IPO auctions,
Review of Financial Studies 12, 227-247.
Kaneko, T. and R. Pettway, 2001, Auctions versus book-building underwriting of Japanese
IPOs: OTC, Mothers, and NASDAQ-Japan issues, working paper, University of Missouri.
Kaul, A., V. Mehrotra, and R. Mørck, 2000, Demand curves for stocks do slope down: New
evidence from an index weights adjustment, Journal of Finance 55, 893-912.
Keloharju, M., K.G. Nyborg, and K. Rydqvist, 2002, Strategic behavior and underpricing in
uniform price auctions: Evidence from Finnish treasury auctions, working paper, London Business
School.
Kutsuna, K. and R.L. Smith, 2001, Issue cost and method of IPO underpricing: Japan’s change
from auction method pricing to book-building, working paper, Claremont Graduate University.
Levin, D. and R.M. Harstad, 1986, Symmetric bidding in second price common value auctions,
Economics Letters 20, 315-319.
25Levin, D. and J.L. Smith, 1994, Equilibrium in auctions with entry, American Economic Review
84, 585-599.
Loderer, C., J.W. Cooney, and L.D. van Drunen, 1991, The price elasticity of the demand for
common stock, Journal of Finance 46, 621-651.
Madhavan, A., 1992, Trading mechanisms in securities markets, Journal of Finance 47, 607-641.
Milgrom, P.R., 1981, Rational expectations, information acquisition, and competitive bidding,
Econometrica 49, 921-943.
Milgrom, P.R. and R.J. Weber, 1982a, The value of information in a sealed-bid auction, Journal
of Mathematical Economics 10, 105-114.
Milgrom, P.R. and R.J. Weber, 1982b, A theory of auctions and competitive bidding, Econo-
metrica 50, 1089-1122.
Myers, S.C., 1984, The capital structure puzzle, Journal of Finance 39, 575-592.
Myers, S.C. and N. Majluf, 1984, Corporate ﬁnancing and investment decisions when ﬁrms have
information investors do not have, Journal of Financial Economics 13, 187-221.
Nyborg, K.G., and S. Sundaresan, 1996, Discriminatory versus uniform Treasury auctions:
evidence from when-issued transactions, Journal of Financial Economics 42, 63-104.
Parlour, C.A. and U. Rajan, 2002, Rationing and common values, working paper, Carnegie
Mellon University.
Persico, N., 2000, Information acquisition in auctions, Econometrica 68, 135-148.
Pinker, E.J., A. Seidmann, and Y. Vakrat, 2001, The design of online auctions: business issues
and current research, working paper, University of Rochester.
Rock, K., 1986, Why new issues are underpriced, Journal of Financial Economics 15, 187-212.
Sherman, A.E., 2001, Global trends in IPO methods: book-building vs. auctions, working
paper, University of Notre-Dame.
Smith, C.W. Jr., 1986, Investment banking and the capital acquisition process, Journal of
Financial Economics 15, 3-29.
Smith, C.W. Jr., 1999, Raising capital: theory and evidence, in D.H. Chew Jr. (ed.), The New
Corporate Finance (2nd ed.), Irwin/McGraw-Hill, Boston, MA.
Sorensen, E.H., 1982, On the seasoning process of new bonds: some are more seasoned than
26others, Journal of Financial and Quantitative Analysis 17, 195-208.
Spatt, C. and S. Srivastava, 1991, Preplay communication, participation restrictions, and eﬃ-
ciency in initial public oﬀerings, Review of Financial Studies 4, 709-726.
Sundaresan, S., 1992, Pre-auction markets and post-auction eﬃciency: the case for cash-settled
futures on on-the-run Treasuries, working paper, Columbia University.
Wang, R., 1993, Auctions versus posted-price selling, American Economic Review 83, 838-851.
Wang, R., 1998, Auctions versus posted-price selling: the case of correlated private valuations,
Canadian Journal of Economics 31, 395-410.
Wasserfallen, W. and D. Wydler, 1988, Underpricing of newly-issued bonds: evidence from the
Swiss capital market, Journal of Finance 43, 1177-1191.
Weinstein, M.I., 1978, The seasoning process of new corporate bond issues, Journal of Finance
33, 1343-54.
Wilson, R., 1977, A bidding model of perfect competition, Review of Economic Studies 44,
511-518.
27COMPLETE LIST OF RESEARCH PAPERS 
 
Extra copies of research papers are available to the public upon request.  In order to obtain copies of past or future works, please 
contact our office at the following address: International Center FAME, 40 bd. du Pont d’Arve, Case Postale 3, 1211 Geneva 4.   
As well, please note that these works are available on our website www.fame.ch, under the heading "Faculty & Research – Research 
Paper Series" in PDF format for your consultation.  We thank you for your continuing support and interest in FAME, and look 
forward to serving you in the future. 
 
 




N° 77:  Competition Between Stock Exchanges: A Survey 
Sofia B. RAMOS, HEC-Lausanne, FAME and CEMAF/ISCTE; February 2003 
 
 
N° 76:  Profitable Innovation Without Patent Protection: The Case of Derivatives 
Helios HERRERA, ITAM and Enrique SCHROTH, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME; January 2003 
 
 
N° 75:  Who Are The Best? Local Versus Foreign Analysts on the Latin American Stock Markets  
Jean-François BACMANN, RMF Investment Products and Guido BOLLIGER, University of Neuchâtel  
and FAME; April 2003 
 
 
N° 74:  Innovation and First-Mover Advantages in Corporate Underwriting:  
Evidence from Equity Linked Securities  
Enrique SCHROTH, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME; November 2002 
 
 
N° 73:  On the Consequences of State Dependent Preferences for the Pricing of Financial Assets  
Jean-Pierre DANTHINE, Université de Lausanne, FAME and CEPR; John B. DONALDSON, Columbia 
University; Christos GIANNIKOS, Baruch College, City University of New York and Hany GUIRGUIS, 
Manhattan College; October 2002 
 
 
N° 72:  Are Practitioners Right? On the Relative Importance of Industrial Factors  
in International Stock Returns 
Dušan ISAKOV, HEC-University of Geneva and FAME and Frédéric SONNEY, HEC-University of Geneva, 
University of Neuchâtel and FAME; February 2003 
 
 
N° 71:  The Allocation of Assets Under Higher Moments 
Eric JONDEAU, Banque de France, DEER and ERUDITE, Université Paris 12 Val-de-Marne  
and Michael ROCKINGER, HEC Lausanne, CEPR and FAME; December 2002 
 
 
N° 70:  International Evidence on Real Estate as a Portfolio Diversifier 
Martin HOESLI, HEC-University of Geneva, FAME and University of Aberdeen (Business School);  
Jon LEKANDER, Aberdeen Property Investors Nordic Region; Witold WITKIEWICZ, Aberdeen Property 
Investors Nordic Region; February 2003 
 
 
N° 69:  Conditional Dependency of Financial Series: The Copula-GARCH Model 
Eric JONDEAU, Banque de France, DEER and ERUDITE, Université Paris 12 Val-de-Marne  
and Michael ROCKINGER, HEC Lausanne, CEPR, and FAME; December 2002 
 
 
N° 68:  The Capital Structure of Swiss Companies: An Empirical Analysis Using Dynamic Panel Data 
Philippe GAUD, HEC-University of Geneva; Elion JANI, HEC-University of Geneva; Martin HOESLI, HEC-
University of Geneva, FAME and University of Aberdeen (Business School) and André BENDER, HEC-






   
 
N° 67:  Linear-Quadratic Jump-Diffusion Modelling with Application to Stochastic Volatility 
Peng CHENG, HEC Lausanne and FAME, Université de Lausanne and Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève  
and FAME, Université de Genève; November 2002 
 
 
N° 66:  Optimal Asset Allocation for Pension Funds Under Mortality Risk During the Accumulation  
and Decumulation Phases 
Paolo BATTOCCHIO, IRES, Université Catholique de Louvain; Francesco MENONCIN, IRES, Université 
Catholique de Louvain and Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève and FAME, Université de Genève; January 2003 
 
 
N° 65:  Exploring for the Determinants of Credit Risk in Credit Default Swap Transaction Data:  
Is Fixed-Income Markets’ Information Sufficient to Evaluate Credit 
Daniel AUNON-NERIN, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME; Didier COSSIN, HEC-University of Lausanne, 
FAME and IMD; Tomas HRICKO, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME and Zhijiang HUANG, HEC-
University of Lausanne and FAME; December 2002 
 
 
N° 64:  Dynamic Allocation of Treasury and Corporate Bond Portfolios 




N° 63:  Understanding the Economic Value of Legal Covenants in Investment Contracts:  
A Real-Options Approach to Venture Equity Contracts 
Didier COSSIN, HEC-University of Lausanne, FAME and IMD; Benoît LELEUX, IMD, Entela SALIASI,  
HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME; October 2002 
 
 
N° 62:  Integrated Market and Credit Risk Management of Fixed Income Portfolios 




N° 61:  A Framework for Collateral Risk Control Determination 
Daniel AUNON-NERIN, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME; Didier COSSIN, HEC-University of Lausanne, 
FAME and IMD; Fernando GONZÁLEZ, European Central Bank and Zhijiang HUANG, HEC-University of 
Lausanne and FAME; December 2002 
 
 
N° 60:  Optimal Dynamic Trading Strategies with Risk Limits 
Domenico CUOCO, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania; Hua HE, School of Management, Yale 




N° 59:  Implicit Forward Rents as Predictors of Future Rents 
Peter ENGLUND, Stockholm Institute for Financial Research and Stockholm School of Economics;  
Åke GUNNELIN, Stockholm Institute for Financial Research; Martin HOESLI University of Geneva  
(HEC and FAME) and University of Aberdeen (Business School) and Bo SÖDERBERG, Royal Institute  
of Technology; October 2002 
 
N° 58:  Do Housing Submarkets Really Matter? 
Steven C. BOURASSA, School of Urban and Public Affairs, University of Louisville; Martin HOESLI,  
University of Geneva (HEC and FAME) and University of Aberdeen (Business School) and Vincent S. PENG,  
AMP Henderson Global Investors; November 2002 
 
 
N° 57:  Nonparametric Estimation of Copulas for Time Series 
Jean-David FERMANIAN, CDC Ixis Capital Markets and CREST and Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève  






   
 
N° 56:  Interactions Between Market and Credit Risk: Modeling the Joint Dynamics of Default-Free  
and Defaultable Bond Term Structures 




N° 55:  Option Pricing With Discrete Rebalancing 
Jean-Luc PRIGENT, THEMA, Université de Cergy-Pontoise; Olivier RENAULT, Financial Markets Group, 
London School of Economics and Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève and FAME, University of Geneva; July 2002 
 
 
N° 54:  The Determinants of Stock Returns in a Small Open Economy 
Séverine CAUCHIE, HEC-University of Geneva, Martin HOESLI, University of Geneva (HEC and FAME) and 
University of Aberdeen (School of Business) and Dušan ISAKOV, HEC-University of Geneva and International 
Center FAME; September 2002 
 
 
N° 53:  Permanent and Transitory Factors Affecting the Dynamics of the Term Structure of Interest Rates 
Christophe PÉRIGNON, Anderson School, UCLA and Christophe VILLA, ENSAI, CREST-LSM and  
CREREG-Axe Finance; June 2002 
 
 
N° 52:  Hedge Fund Diversification: How Much is Enough?  
François-Serge LHABITANT, Thunderbird University, HEC-University of Lausanne and FAME;  
Michelle LEARNED, Thunderbird University; July 2002 
 
 
N° 51:  Cannibalization & Incentives in Venture Financing 
Stefan ARPING, University of Lausanne; May 2002 
 
 
N° 50:  What Factors Determine International Real Estate Security Returns?  
Foort HAMELINK, Lombard Odier & Cie, Vrije Universiteit and FAME; Martin HOESLI, University of Geneva 
(HEC and FAME) and University of Aberdeen; July 2002 
 
 
N° 49:  Playing Hardball: Relationship Banking in the Age of Credit Derivatives 
Stefan ARPING, University of Lausanne; May 2002 
 
 
N° 48:  A Geometric Approach to Multiperiod Mean Variance Optimization of Assets and Liabilities 
Markus LEIPPOLD, Swiss Banking Institute, University of Zurich; Fabio TROJANI, Institute of Finance,  




N° 47:  Why Does Implied Risk Aversion Smile? 
Alexandre ZIEGLER, University of Lausanne and FAME; May 2002 
 
 
N° 46:  Optimal Investment With Default Risk 
Yuanfeng HOU, Yale University; Xiangrong JIN, FAME and University of Lausanne; March 2002 
 
 
N° 45:  Market Dynamics Around Public Information Arrivals 
Angelo RANALDO, UBS Asset Management; February 2002 
 
 
N° 44:  Nonparametric Tests for Positive Quadrant Dependence 
Michel DENUIT, Université Catholique de Louvain, Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève and FAME,  






   
 
N° 43:  Valuation of Sovereign Debt with Strategic Defaulting and Rescheduling 
Michael WESTPHALEN, École des HEC, University of Lausanne and FAME; February 2002 
 
 
N° 42:  Liquidity and Credit Risk 
Jan ERICSSON, McGill University and Olivier RENAULT, London School of Economics; August 2001 
 
 
N° 41:  Testing for Concordance Ordering 
Ana C. CEBRIÁN, Universidad de Zaragoza, Michel DENUIT, Université Catholique de Louvain,  
Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève and FAME, University of Geneva; March 2002 
 
 
N° 40:  Immunization of Bond Portfolios: Some New Results 
Olivier de La GRANDVILLE, University of Geneva; February 2002 
 
 
N° 39:  Weak Convergence of Hedging Strategies of Contingent Claims 
Jean-Luc PRIGENT, Thema, Université de Cergy-Pontoise; Olivier SCAILLET, HEC Genève and FAME, 
University of Geneva; January 2002 
 
 
N° 38:  Indirect Estimation of the Parameters of Agent Based Models of Financial Markets 
Manfred GILLI, University of Geneva; Peter WINKER, International University in Germany; November 2001 
 
 
N° 37:  How To Diversify Internationally? A comparison of conditional and unconditional asset allocation methods. 
Laurent BARRAS, HEC-University of Geneva, International Center FAME; Dušan ISAKOV, HEC-University of 
Geneva, International Center FAME; November 2001 
 
 
N° 36:  Coping with Credit Risk 
Henri LOUBERGÉ, University of Geneva, Harris SCHLESINGER, University of Alabama; October 2001 
 
 
N° 35:  Country, Sector or Style: What matters most when constructing Global Equity Portfolios? An empirical 
investigation from 1990-2001. 
Foort HAMELINK, Lombard Odier & Cie and Vrije Universiteit; Hélène HARASTY, Lombard Odier & Cie;  
Pierre HILLION, Insead (Singapore), Academic Advisor to Lombard Odier & Cie; October 2001 
 
 
N° 34:  Variable Selection for Portfolio Choice 
Yacine AÏT-SAHALIA, Princeton University & NBER, and Michael W. BRANDT, Wharton School,  
University of Pennsylvania & NBER; February 2001 
(Please note: The complete paper is available from the Journal of Finance 56, 1297-1351.) 
 
 
N° 33:  The Characteristics of Individual Analysts’ Forecast in Europe 
Guido BOLLIGER, University of Neuchâtel and FAME; July 2001 
 
 
N° 32:  Portfolio Diversification: Alive and Well in Euroland 
Kpaté ADJAOUTE, HSBC Republic Bank (Suisse), SA and Jean-Pierre DANTHINE, University of Lausanne, 
CEPR and FAME; July 2001 
 
 
N° 31:  EMU and Portfolio Diversification Opportunities 
Kpate ADJAOUTÉ, Morgan Stanley Capital International, Geneva and Jean-Pierre DANTHINE, University  






   
 
N° 30:  Serial and Parallel Krylov Methods for Implicit Finite Difference Schemes Arising in Multivariate  
Option Pricing 
Manfred GILLI, University of Geneva, Evis KËLLEZI, University of Geneva and FAME,  
Giorgio PAULETTO, University of Geneva; March 2001 
 
 
N° 29:  Liquidation Risk 
Alexandre ZIEGLER, HEC-University of Lausanne, Darrell DUFFIE, The Graduate School of Business,  
Stanford University; April 2001 
 
 
N° 28:  Defaultable Security Valuation and Model Risk 
Aydin AKGUN, University of Lausanne and FAME; March 2001 
 
 
N° 27:  On Swiss Timing and Selectivity: in the Quest of Alpha 
François-Serge LHABITANT, HEC-University of Lausanne and Thunderbird, The American Graduate School  
of International Management; March 2001 
 
 
N° 26:  Hedging Housing Risk 
Peter ENGLUND, Stockholm School of Economics, Min HWANG and John M. QUIGLEY, University  
of California, Berkeley; December 2000 
 
 
N° 25:  An Incentive Problem in the Dynamic Theory of Banking 
Ernst-Ludwig VON THADDEN, DEEP, University of Lausanne and CEPR; December 2000 
 
 
N° 24:  Assessing Market Risk for Hedge Funds and Hedge Funds Portfolios 
François-Serge LHABITANT, Union Bancaire Privée and Thunderbird, the American 
Graduate School of International Management; March 2001 
 
 
N° 23:  On the Informational Content of Changing Risk for Dynamic Asset Allocation 




N° 22:  The Long-run Performance of Seasoned Equity Offerings with Rights: Evidence From the Swiss Market 
Michel DUBOIS and Pierre JEANNERET, University of Neuchatel; January 2000 
 
 
N° 21:  Optimal International Diversification: Theory and Practice from a Swiss Investor's Perspective 
Foort HAMELINK, Tilburg University and Lombard Odier & Cie; December 2000 
 
 
N° 20:  A Heuristic Approach to Portfolio Optimization 
Evis KËLLEZI; University of Geneva and FAME, Manfred GILLI, University of Geneva; October 2000 
 
 
N° 19:  Banking, Commerce, and Antitrust 
Stefan Arping; University of Lausanne; August 2000 
 
 
N° 18:  Extreme Value Theory for Tail-Related Risk Measures 
Evis KËLLEZI; University of Geneva and FAME, Manfred GILLI, University of Geneva; October 2000 
 
 
N° 17:  International CAPM with Regime Switching GARCH Parameters 
Lorenzo CAPIELLO, The Graduate Institute of International Studies; Tom A. FEARNLEY, The Graduate Institute 






   
 
N° 16:  Prospect Theory and Asset Prices  
Nicholas BARBERIS, University of Chicago; Ming HUANG, Stanford University; Tano SANTOS, University  
of Chicago; September 2000 
 
 
N° 15:  Evolution of Market Uncertainty around Earnings Announcements  
Dušan ISAKOV, University of Geneva and FAME; Christophe PÉRIGNON, HEC-University of Geneva  
and FAME; June 2000 
 
 
N° 14:  Credit Spread Specification and the Pricing of Spread Options  
Nicolas MOUGEOT, IBFM-University of Lausanne and FAME; May 2000 
 
 
N° 13:  European Financial Markets After EMU: A First Assessment  
Jean-Pierre DANTHINE, Ernst-Ludwig VON THADDEN, DEEP, Université de Lausanne and CEPR  
and Francesco GIAVAZZI, Università Bocconi, Milan, and CEPR; March 2000 
 
 
N° 12:  Do fixed income securities also show asymmetric effects in conditional second moments? 
Lorenzo CAPIELLO, The Graduate Institute of International Studies; January 2000 
 
 
N° 11:  Dynamic Consumption and Portfolio Choice with Stochastic Volatility in Incomplete Markets 
George CHACKO, Harvard University; Luis VICEIRA, Harvard University; September 1999 
 
 
N° 10:  Assessing Asset Pricing Anomalies  
Michael J. BRENNAN, University of California, Los Angeles; Yihong XIA, University of Pennsylvania; July 1999 
 
 
N° 9:  Recovery Risk in Stock Returns 
Aydin AKGUN, University of Lausanne & FAME; Rajna GIBSON, University of Lausanne; July 1999 
 
 
N° 8:  Option pricing and replication with transaction costs and dividends 
Stylianos PERRAKIS, University of Ottawa; Jean LEFOLL, University of Geneva; July1999 
 
 
N° 7:  Optimal catastrophe insurance with multiple catastrophes 
Henri LOUBERGÉ, University of Geneva; Harris SCHLESINGER, University of Alabama; September 1999 
 
 
N° 6:  Systematic patterns before and after large price changes:  Evidence from high frequency data  
from the Paris Bourse 
Foort HAMELINK, Tilburg University; May 1999 
 
 
N° 5:  Who Should Buy Long-Term Bonds?  
John CAMPBELL, Harvard University; Luis VICEIRA, Harvard Business School; October 1998 
 
N° 4:  Capital Asset Pricing Model and Changes in Volatility 
André Oliveira SANTOS, Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva; September 1998 
 
 
N° 3:  Real Options as a Tool in the Decision to Relocate: An Application to the Banking Industry 
Pascal BOTTERON, HEC-University of Lausanne; January 2000 
 
 
N° 2:  Application of simple technical trading rules to Swiss stock prices: Is it profitable? 
Dušan ISAKOV, HEC-Université de Genève; Marc HOLLISTEIN, Banque Cantonale de Genève; January 1999 
 
 
N° 1:  
 
Enhancing portfolio performance using option strategies: why beating the market is easy. 
François-Serge LHABITANT, HEC-University of Lausanne; December 1998  
 
   
 
 
International Center FAME - Partner Institutions 
 
 
The University of Geneva 
The University of Geneva, originally known as the Academy of Geneva, was founded in 1559 by Jean Calvin 
and Theodore de Beze.  In 1873, The Academy of Geneva became the University  of Geneva with the 
creation of a medical school.  The Faculty of Economic and Social Sciences was created in 1915.  The 
university is now composed of seven faculties of science; medicine; arts; law; economic and social sciences; 
psychology; education, and theology.  It also includes a school of translation and interpretation; an institute of 
architecture; seven interdisciplinary centers and six associated institutes. 
 
More than 13’000 students, the majority being foreigners, are enrolled in the various programs from the 
licence to high-level doctorates. A staff of more than 2’500 persons (professors, lecturers and assistants) is 
dedicated to the transmission and advancement of scientific knowledge through teaching as well as 
fundamental and applied research. The University of Geneva has been able to preserve the ancient European 
tradition of an academic community located in the heart of the city. This favors not only interaction between 
students, but also their integration in the population and in their participation of the particularly rich artistic and 
cultural life. http://www.unige.ch 
 
The University of Lausanne 
Founded as an academy in 1537, the University of Lausanne (UNIL) is a modern institution of higher 
education and advanced research.  Together with the neighboring Federal Polytechnic Institute of Lausanne, 
it comprises vast facilities and extends its influence beyond the city and the canton into regional, national, and 
international spheres. 
 
Lausanne is a comprehensive university composed of seven Schools and Faculties: religious studies; law; arts; 
social and political sciences; business; science and medicine. With its 9’000 students, it is a medium-sized 
institution able to foster contact between students and professors as well as to encourage interdisciplinary 
work. The five humanities faculties and the science faculty are situated on the shores of Lake Leman in the 
Dorigny plains, a magnificent area of forest and fields that may have inspired the landscape depicted in 
Brueghel the Elder's masterpiece, the Harvesters.  The institutes and various centers of the School of 
Medicine are grouped around the hospitals in the center of Lausanne. The Institute of Biochemistry is located 
in Epalinges, in the northern hills overlooking the city. http://www.unil.ch 
 
The Graduate Institute of International Studies 
The Graduate Institute of International Studies is a teaching and research institution devoted to the study of 
international relations at the graduate level. It was founded in 1927 by Professor William Rappard to 
contribute through scholarships to the experience of international co-operation which the establishment of the 
League of Nations in Geneva represented at that time. The Institute is a self-governing foundation closely 
connected with, but independent of, the University of Geneva. 
 
The Institute attempts to be both international and pluridisciplinary. The subjects in its curriculum, the 
composition of its teaching staff and the diversity of origin of its student body, confer upon it its international 
character.  Professors teaching at the Institute come from all regions of the world, and the approximately 650 
students arrive from some 60 different countries. Its international character is further emphasized by the use 
of both English and French as working languages. Its pluralistic approach - which draws upon the methods of  
economics, history, law, and political science  -reflects its aim to provide a broad approach and in-depth 










2000 FAME Research Prize
Research Paper N¡ 16
FAME - International Center for Financial Asset Management and Engineering
THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
40, Bd. du Pont dÕArve
PO Box, 1211 Geneva 4
Switzerland 
Tel  (++4122) 312 09 61  
Fax (++4122) 312 10 26
http: //www.fame.ch 
E-mail: admin@fame.ch